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WORDS FROM THE CHAIR 

 
Dear readers,  
 
Next week will be 
a busy INGE 
week.  
 
On Monday, we 
will welcome 
Executive Vice-President Margrethe VESTAGER to 
our committee. This meeting is a special one, as four 
other committees will be associated: ITRE, IMCO, 
LIBE and AIDA. We are happy to be able to organise 
this long awaited discussion, which will be centred 
on the Commission’s digital policies. I am really 
looking forward to have this important meeting 
with Ms VESTAGER. 
 
On Thursday, we will start with an exchange of 
views  jointly organised with CULT committee. This 
session will assess cultural, educational and media 
aspects of foreign interference with Paula GORI 
from the European Digital Media Observatory and 
Tobias SCHMID from the European Regulators 
Group for Audio-visual Media Services. In addition, 
Professor Vanessa FRANGVILLE will discuss Chinese 
interference in Europe through the Confucius 
centres. 
 
Following this session, we will discuss recent cases 
of surveillance campaigns on European politicians 
and institutions, such as “Pegasus”, “APT-31” and 
“Operation Dunhammer”, with Professor Robert 
DOVER from the University of Hull, Dr Margarita 
Robles CARILLO from the University of Granada, and 
Laurent RICHARD and Sandrine RIGAUD from 
Forbidden Stories, who lead the investigative 
Pegasus project. These cases are concerning and 
pose great dangers to our privacy. The hearing is 
therefore very timely.  
 

Raphaël GLUCKSMANN 
 

 
 

 
Exchange of views with Executive Vice-President 
Margrethe VESTAGER - 16:45 - 17:45 (Semi-remote 
meeting via room: SPINELLI 3E-2) 
 
In this meeting, Members will be able to question 
Executive Vice-President VESTAGER on the 
Commission’s digital policies, such as the Digital 
Services Act Packages, the European strategy on 
data and the European approach to artificial 
intelligence. The ITRE, IMCO, LIBE and AIDA 
Committees will be associated to the hearing. 
 

ON THE AGENDA  

9 September 

 
Hearing on: Educational, cultural aspects of foreign 
interference - 09:00 - 10:30 (Semi-remote meeting 
via room: SPINELLI 5G-2 
 
The first hearing will be held jointly with CULT 
committee, addressing cultural, educational and 
media aspects of disinformation and foreign 
interference. 
 
Invited experts are: 
 
Ms Paula GORI is the Secretary General and Project 
Leader at the European Digital Media Observatory 
(EDMO). She joined the School of Transnational 
Governance at the European University Institute in 
2017, where she is a member of the management 
team and administrator of the faculty and academic 
team. 
Prior to this, she was the Coordinator of the 
Florence School of Regulation - Communications 
and Media, which offers training, policy and 
research activities on electronic communications 
regulation and competition. She is the Scientific 
Coordinator of the Annual Conference on Postal and 
Delivery Economics and she is one of the authors of 

ON THE AGENDA  

6 September 

https://forbiddenstories.org/sandrine-rigaud/
https://forbiddenstories.org/case/the-pegasus-project/


 
 

 

the report for the European Commission on 
European Union competences in respect of media 
pluralism and media freedom. 
 
Dr Tobias SCHMID is the Chair of the European 
Regulators Group for Audio-visual Media Services 
(ERGA), for which he took office on 1 January 2020. 
Prior to this, from 2005 until 2016, Mr SCHMID was 
Head of Media Policy at Mediengruppe RTL 
Deutschland. From September 2010 until December 
2016, he was Executive Vice President of 
Governmental Affairs at RTL Group. In addition, Mr 
SCHMID was Chairman of the Board of the 
German Association of Private Broadcasters and 
Telemedia (Vaunet, formerly VPRT) from 
November 2012 until September 2016.  
From 1999 until the end of 2004, he was working 
for Home Shopping Europe AG. Here, he was 
responsible for Law and Media Policy, Human 
Resources, Internal Audit and Public Relations as 
General Counsel. Mr SCHMID holds a doctorate in 
law. 
 
Ms Vanessa FRANGVILLE is Senior Lecturer and 
Chair Holder in China Studies at the Université 
libre de Bruxelles (ULB). She is director of EASt, 
ULB’s research centre on East Asia, and co-
director of Routledge’s “Contemporary East Asian 
Societies” series. Her research deals with cultural 
policy and audiovisual production in the People’s 
Republic of China. She published several articles 
on cinema about Chinese “minority” or “non-Han” 
ethnic groups, including articles on Tibetan 
cinema. Her current projects deal with cultural and 
artistic expressions of trauma and nostalgia in the 
Uyghur diaspora since 2018, with a focus on 
performative and audio-visual arts. She also 
published articles about academic freedom in China 
and the challenges China scholars face concerning 
academic freedom. Ms FRANGVILLE was previously 
a Lecturer in Chinese Studies at the Victoria 
Wellington University of Wellington, New Zealand.   
 
Hearing on: “Foreign interference and spying on 
European politicians and institutions” - 10.30 - 
12.00 (Semi-remote meeting via room SPINELLI 5G-
2) 
 
The following hearing will address the issue of 
foreign interference through spying and 

surveillance operations of European politicians and 
institutions. 
 
Invited experts are: 
 
Prof Robert DOVER is a professor of Criminology at 
the University of Hull, specialising in Intelligence 
and Security. He is the Head of Department of the 
Department of Criminology and Sociology. 
Before his current position, Mr DOVER was 
Associate Professor of Intelligence and 
International Security at the University of Leicester. 
He also worked for 9 years at Loughborough 
University. He was the Director of the 
Glendonbrook Institute for Enterprise Development 
and Associate Dean for Enterprise until 2016. 
 
Dr Margarita Robles CARRILLO is a professor at the 
University of Granada and a member of the 
Network Engineering and Security Group (NESG). 
She is the coordinator of the Master’s Degree in 
Cybersecurity and a member of the Advanced 
Cybersecurity Research Laboratory of the University 
of Granada. Ms CARRILLO is also a member of the 
Group of Experts of the 2019 National Cybersecurity 
Strategy and the Group of Experts of the Oas 
Cybersecurity Laboratory. 
 
Mr Laurent RICHARD is a French award-winning 
documentary filmmaker, producer, and founder 
of Forbidden Stories, a network of investigative 
journalists devoted to keeping stories alive. Mr 
RICHARD has directed documentaries for 20 years. 
He was a Knight-Wallace Fellow in 2017 at the 
University of Michigan and was named European 
Journalist of the year 2018 by the Prix Europa in 
Berlin. As a filmmaker, Mr RICHARD directed more 
than 20 long form stories for television and 
worked on many fields such as Iraq, Palestine, 
Kashmir. He has also investigated multiple 
corporate sectors such as “big tobacco”, 
pharmaceutical companies, and financial 
institutions.  
 
Ms Sandrine RIGAUD is a French investigative 
journalist. She directed feature length 
documentaries for French television and 
investigated different corporate sectors while 
working at Première Lignes Télévision. Her 
documentaries for the highly reputed inquiry 



 
 

 

magazine Cash Investigation (French national TV) 
focused on forced labour in Uzbekistan, « Big food 
» or plastic. Her films have been shortlisted or 
awarded in many festivals (DIG Awards, Europa 
Prize, Fipadoc, FIGRA, Seoul Eco Festival…). She 
graduated from Sciences Politiques (Paris) and the « 
Centre de Formation des Journalistes » in Paris and 
studied European Institutions at the London School 
of Economics. She teaches in Sciences Po journalism 
school.  
 

NEXT MEETINGS 

 
Thursday 14 October 13.45-15.45 

 

FOLLOW US  

Twitter: @EP_Democracy 

Live webstreaming:  

EP Live multimedia library with past 

events    

Sign up to this newsletter 

Contact the editor: European Parliament, Directorate General for External Policies of the Union, Secretariat of the Special Committee on Foreign Interference in all 
Democratic Processes Including Disinformation, email: inge-secretariat@ep.europa.eu   
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